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Report Highlights: 
Japan proposed to designate two flavorings, 2-ethyl-3,(5,6)-dimethylpyrazine and 2,3,5,6-
tetramethylpyrazine, and revise the use standards for zinc gluconate and copper gluconate to 
permit their use in foods with health claims.  Japan invited foreign Embassies to comment on 
these revisions with a deadline for comments on April 27, 2004.  This proposal will be 
submitted to the WTO for a further opportunity for comments. 
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On March 14, 2004, the Ministry of Labor, Health and Welfare (MHLW) invited foreign 
Embassies in Tokyo to comment on designation of two flavorings, 2-ethyl-3,(5,6)-
dimethylpyrazine and 2,3,5,6-tetramethylpyrazine, and revise the use standards for zinc 
gluconate and copper gluconate to permit their use in foods with health claims.  Foreign 
governments have until April 27, 2004 to comment.   
 
MHLW will open the proposal for comments from a wider audience and notify the WTO SPS 
Committee before final review and adoption. 
 
All interested parties are encouraged to send their comments well before the deadline for 
consideration by Foreign Agricultural Service, USDA.  The office responsible for the 
comments is as follows: 
 
Food Safety and Technical Services 
International Trade Policy division 
USDA Foreign Agricultural Service 
Fax: 202-690-0677 
Email: fstsd@fas.usda.gov 
 

1. Designation of 2-ethyl-3, (5,6)-dimethylpyrazine and 2,3,5,6-tetramethylpyrazine. 
 
The two flavorings are widely used in countries including Europe and the U.S.  They have 
“roasted” flavor and are used in various foods, such as baked confectionary, ice cream, candy 
and processed meat products. 
 
The proposed standards and specifications of the flavorings are as follows: 
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2. Revision of the use standards for zinc gluconate and copper gluconate 
 

 


